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Among climate scientists in 2013, 97% thought that climate change was happening and 3% did not. Among Fox News guests in late 2013, this was presented as a more even balance between the two viewpoints, with 31% of invited guests believing it was happening and 69% not.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/10/world/europe/finland-misinformation-classes.html
How Finland Is Teaching a Generation to Spot Misinformation
The Nordic country is testing new ways to teach students about propaganda. Here’s what other countries can learn from its success.
*		*		*
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/28/fact-from-fiction-finlands-new-lessons-in-combating-fake-news
How Finland starts its fight against fake news in primary schools
Country on frontline of information war teaches everyone from school pupils to politicians how to spot slippery information

        [image: Primary school pupils in Helsinki explain the difference between misinformation, disinformation and mal-information.]
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False balance

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the media term. For the informal fallacy, see Argument to moderation. For the fallacy of inconsistency, see False equivalence.
"Both sides" redirects here. For the album, see Both Sides.

For the Wikipedia policy, see WP:FALSEBALANCE.

"Undue weight"” redirects here. For the Wikipedia policy, see WP:UNDUE.

I H==p A This article may be expanded with text translated from the corresponding article in German. (September 2021) Click [show] for important translation instructions.

False balance, also bothsidesism, is a media bias in which journalists present an issue as being more balanced between opposing viewpoints than the evidence supports.
Journalists may present evidence and arguments out of proportion to the actual evidence for each side, or may omit information that would establish one side's claims as baseless.

False balance has been cited as a cause of misinformation.[!]

False balance is a bias which usually stems from an attempt to avoid bias and gives unsupported or dubious positions an illusion of respectability. It creates a public perception that
some issues are scientifically contentious, though in reality they may not be, therefore creating doubt about the scientific state of research, and can be exploited by interest groups

such as corporations like the fossil fuel industry or the tobacco industry, or ideologically motivated activists such as vaccination opponents or creationists.[?

Examples of false balance in reporting on science issues include the topics of human-caused climate change versus natural climate variability, the health effects of tobacco, the

alleged relation between thiomersal and autism, 3! alleged negative side effects of the HPV vaccine,*l and evolution versus intelligent design.[5]
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